
Standing Rules Working Group Report to COGA 
January 20, 2022 
 
For Information: 
 
The Standing Rules Working Group has reviewed a list of potential changes to the Standing 
Rules prepared by OGA staff, along with amendments to the Standing Rules previously 
approved by COGA in February 2020 and referred from GA224 to GA225. In this review, we 
determined whether these potential changes and proposed amendments might best be 
considered by GA225 or passed on to a group to potentially be appointed by GA225 to engage 
in a more complete overhaul of the Standing Rules. We anticipate bringing these items and a 
proposal for this overhaul to COGA in February. 
 
Several of these previously-approved amendments relate to the process of determining the 
time and place for the Assembly meeting. We have been in touch with the GA226 Working 
Group regarding these proposals so that they can be brought into alignment with any potential 
recommendations to the Assembly from this other working group. 
 
The working group has also asked staff to review the language of the Standing Rules related to 
distribution of the participants list of the General Assembly (B.6.) and bring a proposal for 
amendment to reflect the realities of the digital age and the requirements of privacy laws. 
 
 
For Conversation: 
 
The current Standing Rules include a restriction on the length of items of business, including the 
reports of entities, commissions, and committees of the General Assembly itself (A.2.d.). This 
also allows the Stated Clerk to assess a fee of the entity for the expenses involved in the 
distribution and translation of longer reports. Much of the language in the rule is outdated and 
assumes that Assembly business is distributed to participants on paper. The working group has 
discussed whether it might be appropriate to recommend an amendment to this rule to clarify 
that these additional expenses are primarily related to translation services and other work 
necessary to broaden access and participation in the life of the Assembly. 
 

1) Does COGA believe that such an amendment would be helpful at this time? 
2) Should we consider a similar length restriction on overtures from presbyteries and 

synods as part of this amendment? 
3) Are there other provisions related to access and translation services that should be 

considered for inclusion in an amendment to the Standing Rules at this time? 
 
 
For Action: 
 
The Standing Rules Working Group has no items for action at this time. 


