
During recent weeks, images of Syrian families escaping violence and seeking refuge 
in neighboring countries and Europe have unsettled our peace and broken our hearts. 
Now in its third year, the violence in the region continues, leaving 250,000 dead and 
four million refugees, who continue to suffer deprivation and uncertainty. The world 
finds itself in need of a profound witness to the Prince of Peace.

In the letter to the Ephesians, we hear the words, “Peace be to the WHOLE community,” 
a reminder that the peace of Christ is not fully realized in each of us until all of us  
work for healing and wholeness in every place of violence. The Peace & Global 
Witness Offering provides opportunities for Presbyterians to respond to cultures of 
violence, around the corner and around the world—from our local neighborhood to 
the Syrian refugees.

Gifts to the Offering will support Syrian refugees who still hope for an end to violence 
and a peaceful future for their children. Because of the work of our church partners in 
Lebanon, the children of Syrians displaced by war and sheltering in refugee camps will 
be able to resume their education. They will receive schools supplies, a place to learn, 
and teachers, paving the way to a brighter future in a desperate situation. 

Your gift makes it possible for children to learn and teachers to teach: these are tools 
of hope for people struggling to make a life in camps and nourish hope for a return  
to their homes. A violent and broken world calls all of us to offer our gifts and play 
our part. 

Through our gifts, we join in God’s mission of peace and reconciliation. Please give 
generously to the Peace & Global Witness Offering. 

Syrian Refugee Crisis

Peace be to the WHOLE community, and love with faith.
         —Ephesians 6:23 
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