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A New Perspective: Presbyterians Serving alongside  
Underresourced Communities 

Teresa Larson is a Young Adult Volunteer (YAV) serving as 

a teaching assistant at the West Side Christian School in 

Chicago, Illinois. She earned her teaching certificate in 

Michigan but felt called to live out her faith through the 

Presbyterian YAV program.  

“These students don’t care about my qualifications,” she says. 

“They want to know I care about them and I’m invested in 

them as a person.” 

Larson is taking part in the YAV program in Chicago, a yearlong commitment, something that 

Andrea Kirksey, YAV’s Chicago site coordinator, says sets the program apart from others.  

“The kids start to open up because they see someone who is returning day after day. It’s not just 

a shallow connection,” Kirksey says. “And for those taking part, they begin to see the real issues 

and tackle them in a holistic way.”  

Larson fills multiple roles at West Side—working with preschoolers, kindergarteners, and first 

graders in their classrooms; tutoring children in math and reading; taking part in parent-teacher 

conferences; and assisting with after school programs for students in first through eighth grades. 

“I’ve been humbled and learned that there is no act of kindness that is too small,” Larson says. 

“If the only thing I do is let kids know that they are loved then I’ve done what I need to do.”  

The YAV program provides young adults with housing, utilities, health insurance, and more, 

thanks partly to your gifts to the Pentecost Offering. Every Friday, they engage directly with 

those in the neighborhood where they live through the Chicago Coalition for the Homeless and 

other programs.  

 

“We go to the local elementary school,” Larson says. “We talk with parents about the rights they 

Teresa works with students in the after 
school program. 



and their children have if they’re considered homeless. It’s not just living on the street; it can 

also be that they just don’t have their own home.” 

 

“The volunteers also work with La Casa Norte,” Kirksey adds. “In Chicago, at some family 

shelters, once a boy turns 13 years old, he can no longer live in a shelter because he’s sometimes 

considered a threat to younger kids. La Casa Norte provides that stopgap for those 13 to 22 years 

old. La Casa Norte staff helps them enroll in school, get jobs, and more.” The volunteers help 

cook meals for the young men living at La Casa Norte.  

 “Someone will say, ‘this neighborhood looks dangerous,’” Kirksey says. “These young adults 

can then educate them on the spot, saying, ‘No, I live here. It’s my home.’ This also provides 

reflection.”  

“Being a YAV and working with DOOR has opened my eyes. There is something about hearing 

people’s stories,” Larson added. “It just reaches into your soul. Working and living here, I’ve 

uncovered this passion to continue to work in underserved communities.”  

Please give generously to the Pentecost Offering. 


