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Reading between the Lines  
 
Shannon Guse understands how to engage 
young people. 
 
“Honestly, I don’t think it’s hard. They want 
genuine and authentic interactions with others,  
and they want honest conversations about faith.” 
 
Guse has served as the Director of Christian 
Education for Youth and Young Adult Ministries at 
Faith Presbyterian Church in Tallahassee, Florida, for 
nine and a half  years, and she is the mother of a 13-
year-old son and 15-year-old daughter.  
 
“The real challenge is getting them to the church,” she says. “They are overbooked and 
overscheduled, and some can’t drive, so they rely on somebody else to get them there.” 
 
But Guse found a unique way to encourage young people to become more involved in the 
church.  A few years ago she began to notice a trend. 
 
“More youth were reading book series and novels, so I started reading young adult books,” she 
explained. “I was curious about what the youth were reading. Then I fell in love with the 
characters.” 
 
So Guse started a youth book club at her church, using the Presbyterian Youth Book Club, 
developed by the Presbyterian Mission Agency’s Youth Ministries Offices, as a model. They 
produce several new book studies a year that are downloadable and free, thanks, in part, to 
support of the Pentecost Offering.  Guse has since contributed, writing several studies for use 
by other congregations.  
 
“Just like anyone, youth crave someone to talk to about what they’re interested in, so if I’m 
reading something and they are too, then it gives us a natural connection,” she says. “I knew 
our church could do something with this.” 
 
The church began holding the book club on Wednesday nights when many families were 
already there.  She says she immediately noticed a change—kids she had not seen before 
showing up.  
 

Students give a book review through words and 
pictures. 



The group studies a book for four weeks. If there is a movie coming out for the book, they’ll also 
go as a group. The youth most recently studied Mockingjay and The Giver.  
 
 “The best part is there is enough thought-provoking content in these books that we can easily 
have conversations about what it means to be a child of God or how to treat one another,” she 
explains. “Sometimes the faith connection is just so blatant that you don’t even have to plan it 
out.” 
 

And, Guse adds, it’s also a way to connect with 
young people about issues that are often hard for 
them to process or talk about with others.  
 
“It’s a gift. These books are a way to communicate,” 
she says. “There are things about relationships or 
faith or grief in these books that young people can’t 
always put into words but they can experience 
through a character or storyline, and that may help 

them understand and share their feelings.” 
 
Please give generously.   

Adult book club. 


