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Using Al Faithtully in Youth Ministry Practice

How Al can support youth ministry without replacing the heart of the work

This Quicksheet offers concrete examples of how Al can support youth ministry without replacing the heart of the
work: relationship, presence, study, and care. These practices are grounded in the ethical framework outlined in
the previous Quicksheet in the series and are offered as examples, not expectations.

Why Use Al in Youth Ministry?

Al can be used in youth ministry as a support tool, not a substitute for relationships, human discernment,
relational wisdom, or theological reflection. When used thoughtfully, Al can help leaders show up more present,
prepared, and attentive to young people and families. The practices below reflect ways Al use can align with a
faith-based ethical framework.

Romans 12:2 — Renewed Minds, Not Shortcuts

e Organizing logistics (such as t-shirt orders or schedules)
Al can help organize information, create lists, and double-check details. This frees up mental
energy and time, allowing leaders to focus on being relational, attentive, and thoughtful rather
than overwhelmed by logistics.

e Planning trips and retreats
Al can assist with creating schedules, packing lists, travel timelines, and contingency planning.
This supports good stewardship and reduces stress, enabling leaders to lead with clarity and care
rather than anxiety.

e Spell check and grammar check
Al can function as a support tool, not a substitute for thinking. Clear communication matters, and
these tools can help ensure messages are understandable and accessible without bypassing
reflection or intention.

Micah 6:8 — Justice, Love, and Humility

e Adapting lessons for youth with differing needs
Al can help rework lessons to include youth with cognitive, emotional, or learning differences.
This supports equity and access, ensuring all youth can participate meaningfully.

e Adapting games to be more inclusive
Al can assist in modifying games so they work for youth with varying physical abilities. This
aligns with doing justice by removing unnecessary barriers to belonging and participation.

e Recognizing limits
Al should be used humbly - with awareness that it does not know specific youth, contexts, or
communities. The information sometimes is wrong too! It can assist, but final decisions always
rest with human discernment and relationship.



Matthew 22:36-39 — Love God & Neighbor

e Preparing for pastoral care conversations
Al can help leaders reflect ahead of time by identifying thoughtful questions, emotional
dynamics, or possible responses. While ideally this would be done with other wise people,
sometimes they aren’t available and Al might be a reasonable back up. Using Al as preparation

can support leaders in showing up grounded, present, and attentive rather than reactive or
overwhelmed.

o Thinking through faith questions with youth
Al can be used to generate reflective questions about faith topics, helping leaders consider how
beliefs might be articulated and how people may experience faith differently. This supports
leadership rooted in humility, curiosity, and respect.

e Shaping tone in communication
Al can help adjust the tone of emails or messages to be more pastoral, professional, or warm.
Clear and caring communication is one way of loving neighbors well.

In Closing,
Al can be used faithfully when it:

e Supports relationship rather than replacing it

e Frees time for presence, care, and listening

e Increases accessibility and inclusion

e Encourages thoughtful preparation rather than shortcuts

Al should not be used to outsource discernment, avoid struggle, or replace the relational heart of ministry.
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